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A Complex of Entertainment and Consumption:

The Department Stores Re-emerged in the 1960s, Taipei

Lee, Iyun

Associate Professor, Graduate Institute of Taiwan History, National Chengchi University

In the late 19th century, department stores appeared in Europe. The core of
such stores was rationalism and symbolic consumption, which performed
spectacular consumer culture and urban functions in an integrated space. In
Taiwan, under Japanese rule, the Japanese brought the western department store
culture in, which they thought to put emphasis on cultural education and taste. In
the meantime, it has also shaped its own department store culture in Shanghai,
adding playground and theaters to the integrated space. After the WWII, under the
wartime economic system in Taiwan, there were only small so called ‘department
stores’ for shopping. It was not until the 1960s that large department stores
appeared again. Most of these department stores were founded by ‘Shanghai
businessmen’. It started the era of department stores of Shanghai style in the
1960s to the mid-1970s in Taiwan: The concept of Western department stores was
interpreted by the Chinese Shanghai style which standing on the stage, while the
Japanese department store culture during the Japanese rule era sunk but never

gone.

Keywords: Department Store, Taiwan history, consumer culture,

entertainment, popular culture



